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About the course 

This is a part-time course taught at first-year undergraduate level, taken over two to four years 

depending on how intensively you wish to study.  You choose a main subject area to specialise in, 

from range of options, and also undertake study in other subjects that interest you. Credit obtained 

from taking weekly learning classes (in Oxford and online) and attendance at the Oxford University 

Summer School for Adults count towards your final award from the University of Oxford. 

The Certificate carries 120 Credit Accumulation Transfer Scheme (CATS) points at FHEQ Level 4. It is 

possible to study mainly online for the award (up to 110 CATS points), depending on the availability 

of courses in your subject area, but you must take at least one course face-to-face in Oxford.  The 

face-to-face element must amount to at least 10 CATS points. Students starting the programme in 

Autumn 2026 can import up to 30 CATS from short courses, completed with the Department, within 

the 4 years prior to September 2026.  

Modules in your main subject area 

Students who register for the award will specialise in one of the following main subject areas: 

Archaeology, Art History, Architectural History, Creative Writing, Data Science, English Literature, 

History, Philosophy, Political Economy.  

Modules outside your main subject area 

Your remaining credits need to be obtained by completing courses outside your main subject area.  

The course is designed in this way to encourage breadth of study and to enable you to take 

advantage of the wide range of courses in different subject disciplines that the Department offers.  

Courses are usually available in archaeology, architectural history, art history, computing, data 

science, creative writing, economics, film studies, history, literature, local and social history, 

mathematics, music, natural sciences, philosophy, politics, psychology and counselling, religious 

studies and theology. 

 

Introductory course 

During the first year of study, students will take an introductory course in their main subject area to 

give them a grounding in the concepts and methods relevant to the subject discipline. The 

introductory classes are expected to be: 

Archaeology: Archaeology in Practice (online) 

Architectural History: Learning to Look at Western Architecture (online) 

History of Art: Learning to Look at the Visual Arts (flexible online course) 

Creative Writing: Getting Started in Creative Writing (flexible online course) 

Data Science: Data Science: An Introduction (live online course) 

English Literature: Critical Reading (flexible online course) or Reading Literature Critically (in-person 

course in Oxford) 

History: The Making of Modern Britain (flexible online course) 

Philosophy: Introduction to Philosophy (flexible online course) 

Political Economy: Public Policy Economics (flexible online course) 
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Academic Literacy: an introduction 

In addition, students will undertake an online Academic Literacy module during their first term of 

study and the cost of this is covered by the Certificate's programme fee.  CATS points obtained from 

Academic Literacy course are included in the 120 CATS points for the Certificate. You will be enrolled 

automatically on our online Academic Literacy course. 

 

Assessment 

Students must earn 120 Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATS) points at FHEQ Level 4 

from classes and courses provided by the Department for Continuing Education.  These 120 points 

must include the following: 

• 10 points from the online Academic Literacy course 

• No fewer than 10 points and no more than 30 points from the course or courses approved as the 

qualifying course or courses in the candidate’s main subject 

• No fewer than 30, and no more than 70, additional points, in the candidate’s main subject 

• No fewer than 30 points, and no more than 50 points, from eligible classes or courses in other 

subjects 

 

In addition, students are required to submit and pass: 

• Two assignments, each of no more than 2,500 words or equivalent, based on topics relating to 

two separate classes or courses in the candidate’s main subject area 

• One assignment of not more than 3,500 words or equivalent, based on a topic relating to a class 

or course in the candidate’s main subject area but different from the two above 

 

Timing 

• The online Academic Literacy course must normally be undertaken during the first term of 

registration 

• The qualifying course must normally be taken within the first year of registration 

• A minimum of 30 CATS points must have been accumulated by the end of the first year of 

registration and a minimum of 60 CATS points must have been accumulated by the end of the 

second year of registration 

• The first of the two 2,500-word assignments shall normally be submitted after completion of the 

first 70 CATS points.  

• The second assignment shall normally be submitted after completion of at 100 CATS points 

• The 3,500-word assignment shall normally be submitted after completion of 120 CATS points 

 

Attendance 

Candidates are expected to attend at least 70% of each class or course and in the case of online 

modules, actively to participate in online discussions on a regular basis. 

 

Changes to courses 

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out in this course 

information sheet. However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the 

University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. The safety of 

students, staff and visitors is paramount and major changes to delivery or services may have to be 

made in circumstances of a pandemic (including Covid-19), epidemic or local health emergency. In 
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addition, in certain circumstances, for example due to visa difficulties or because the health needs of 

students cannot be met, it may be necessary to make adjustments to course requirements for 

international study. 

 

You can find full information under “Changes to Courses” (sections 33 to 39) in the Terms and 

Conditions for non-matriculated students 

 

Expected length of course 

2–4 years 

 

Annual fees for entry in 2026–27 

Fee Status Annual Course Fees 

Home £1,820 

Overseas £2,770 

 

In addition, students pay the normal course fees for each course they attend, including the Oxford 

University Summer School for Adults (OUSSA), with the exception of the Academic Literary online 

course which is covered by the programme fee stated above. 

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is 

the length of time for which you are required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer 

than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. For details, please 

see Changes to fees and charges | University of Oxford 

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to 

support your studies. Unless specified in the additional cost information (below), course fees do 

not cover accommodation, residential costs or other living costs. They also do not cover any 

additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information. 

 

Fee status 

Broadly speaking, your fee status depends on your nationality, your immigration status in the UK, 

where you have been living and what you have been doing for the three years prior to the start of 

your course.  Please refer to the Undergraduate fee status pages for more information. 

 

Information for applicants from the EU, EEA and Switzerland 

On 11 May 2021 the UK Council for International Student Affairs published new regulations and 

guidance to be used in assessing the fee status of students commencing courses in August 2021 and 

later. We will be using this guidance to carry out fee status assessments for students commencing 

courses in 2026-27 and later, including students from the EU, EEA and Switzerland. 

 

If you are an EU national and do not live in the UK then you are likely to be charged Overseas fees. 

Students with settled and pre-settled status in the UK and some other categories of students who 

work in the UK can qualify for Home fee status as long as they meet the residence criteria. 

 

  

https://lifelong-learning.ox.ac.uk/mnt/attachments/cont-ed-non-matriculated-student-ts-and-cs-for-2026-7-entry_1.pdf
https://lifelong-learning.ox.ac.uk/mnt/attachments/cont-ed-non-matriculated-student-ts-and-cs-for-2026-7-entry_1.pdf
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/fees-and-other-charges/changes-to-fees-and-charges
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/tuition-fees/fee-status
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-HE-fee-status#layer-6082
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-HE-fee-status#layer-6082
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Additional cost information 

Students pay the normal course fee for all weekly classes, short online courses, linked day schools, 

practical weekends or accredited Summer School they attend to earn credit for their Certificate. 

Accommodation may be available at Rewley House for students attending OUSSA modules or 

accredited weekend schools, at an additional charge.  

 

Students are not required to buy books, but there may be a few recommended key texts which you 

may choose to buy. Transport for any trips is normally arranged on a car sharing basis by the 

students themselves. Any entry fees to museums or sites are paid individually by the students. 

 

You will also need a computer which meets our minimum specification, with access to the internet 

and various other software programmes. Please see the system requirements webpage for full 

details. 

 

Your award certificate will be sent to you by post, usually in the January following the ratification of 

your results. It is your responsibility to ensure that your address is correctly recorded in Student Self-

Service when you finish your course, as this is where we will send your certificate.  If you have not 

received your certificate by the end of the April following ratification (for example, April 2027 if you 

complete in 2026), you must notify undergraduate@conted.ox.ac.uk within this timeframe. Failure to 

do so may result in a charge for a replacement certificate. 

 

Living costs (online courses and blended courses) 

In addition to your course fees and any additional course-specific costs, you will need to ensure that 

you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration of your course. 

 

As a student on an online course, it is likely that you won’t be based in Oxford during your studies. 

However, you will still need to cover your cost of living on a full-time basis.  You should calculate your 

living costs to be sure that you have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of your 

course.  If your course requires a period of study in Oxford (e.g. a Summer School or Study Week) you 

will also need to ensure you have adequate funds to cover your travel, accommodation and 

subsistence costs for this period.  

 

If your course has a duration of longer than one year, you should allow for an estimated increase in 

living expenses of 5% or more each year, although this rate may vary significantly depending on 

where you are based and changes in the worldwide economic situation. 

 

Document accessibility 

If you require an accessible version of this document please contact undergraduate@conted.ox.ac.uk  

http://onlinesupport.conted.ox.ac.uk/system-requirements/
http://onlinesupport.conted.ox.ac.uk/system-requirements/
mailto:undergraduate@conted.ox.ac.uk
mailto:undergraduate@conted.ox.ac.uk
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